Abattoir survey was conducted to determine the trends, volume and value of food animals slaughtered in twenty local government areas of Akwa Ibom state, Nigeria from 1999 to 2002 39,392 (26%) goats; 11,758 (7.8%) sheep; 24,449 (16.2%) pigs, and 36,758 (24.3%) 
INTRODUCTION
Ruminant livestock dominate the population of meat animals slaughtered in abattoirs in southern Nigeria (Ogunyemi, 1982) . Meat products from these food animals supply the greater amount of animal protein in these areas, although a lot of people derive their protein largely from vegetable sources (Mba, 1983) . In Nigeria, slaughtering is done either in modern abattoirs, municipal slaughter halls or community slaughter slabs. Data from these slaughter points have been utilized to improve slaughter facilities thereby leading to the production of wholesome products with good keeping qualities from a good population of food animals. In addition, information generated from the abattoirs are important in the formulation of effective control strategies against some notable diseases (Aganga, 1983; Gracey, 1985; Ogundipe et al., 1989; Wehke et al., 1992; Okoli, 2001 ) of livestock. Beef constitutes the major source of animal protein for the majority of Nigerians (Ojo and Ema, 1984) . However, meat from sheep, goats and pigs are equally important sources of protein (Momoh et al., 1998; Okoli et al., 2002) . Akwa Ibom state in the southeastern region of the country is an elitist state where meat is highly appreciated at every meal (Umoh et al., 1993) . Although thousands of animals are slaughtered in the state each year no proper analysis of abattoir records has been carried out. The present study was therefore designed to determine the trends in abattoir slaughtering of animals in Akwa Ibom state, the volume and value of slaughter.
METHODOLOGY
Data on the number of cattle, sheep, goats, pigs and dogs slaughtered for consumption in Akwa Ibom State, Nigeria was monitored for four years (1999) (2000) (2001) (2002) using meat inspection records collected from the public health unit of the Federal Livestock Department (FLD) Akwa Ibom State zonal office. Meat inspection records for the state are usually generated through the inspection activities of the state Veterinary personnel who cover all the official designated slaughter points in the different local government areas (LGA). Data from the
LGAs are pooled at the state Veterinary headquarters at the end of each month and then resubmitted to the FLD zonal office as monthly meat inspection report. Available data contained slaughter figures from 20 local government areas of the state for the period of study which were further analyzed using simple averages, percentages, ratios and graph. Sexes and trends of the animals slaughtered were also noted.
RESULTS
The slaughter figures of cattle, goats, sheep, pigs and dogs from twenty local government areas of Akwa Ibom state (1999) (2000) (2001) (2002) 
2%). From the
LGAs, pigs were slaughtered mostly at Uyo, Ikot Ekpene, Abak and Eket which recorded total figures of 5919 (24.2%), 1796 (7.3%), 1717 (7.0%) and 1714 (7.0%) respectively, while the least slaughter figures were from Mbo 376 (1.5%), Ekpe Atai 409 (1.7%) and Okobo 428 (1.8%). Uyo recorded the highest slaughter figure for dogs consumed in Akwa Ibom state. The figure recorded was 11,094 (30.2%) followed by Uruan 3320 (9.0%), Abak 2301 (6.3%) and Ikot Ekpene 2199 (6.0%). The lowest returns for dogs were posted from Mbo 538 (1.5%), Ukanafun 668 (1.8%). Overall, the 7.8% of sheep from the LGAs within the study period is about a third of the number of goats, cattle and dogs and a half of the pigs slaughtered.
Analysis of sex related differences in slaughter figures (Table 2) shows that during the study period, 29,533 (75.8%) of the cattle slaughtered were males while 24.2% were females giving a sex ratio of 3.1:1. Similarly, a ratio of 3:1 was obtained for bucks and does, 2.7:1 for rams and ewes, while 2.7:1 was obtained for male and female pigs slaughtered. In the same vein, the ratio of male to female dogs slaughtered across the LGAs of Akwa Ibom state during the study period was 3:1. Information on breed and ages of the slaughtered animals were lacking from the records analyzed. Table 3 At the prevailing meat inspection fee of N50.00 per head of cattle and N10.00 for each of the other animals, a total revenue of N3,070,870.00 was realized from the slaughtering of these animals during the period under review. Of this amount, the slaughtering of cattle accrued N1,947,300.00, while goats, sheep, pigs and dogs gave N393,920, N 117,580, N 244,490 and N 367,580 respectively. 
DISCUSSION
The analysis of food animals slaughter figures presented here revealed that in terms of number, goats and cattle were the highest slaughtered livestock in Akwa Ibom state during the period under review. This is in agreement with earlier reports by Ogunyemi (1982) and Okoli (2002) that ruminants are the most important animals slaughtered in southeastern states of Nigeria. Equally, the relatively high figures of dogs and pigs reported in this study is in agreement with the findings of Umoh and Ejerugba (1993) that these are delicacies amongst the indigenes of Akwa Ibom.
The thirty-fold increase of slaughter figures in Uyo over the lowest in Mbo LGA shows the purchasing power or culinary habits of the populace in both cases. Most of the animals slaughtered in the state were males. It agrees with earlier reports by Abiola (1996) that male/female ratios of ruminants slaughtered in Oyo state were usually in favour of the males. This has been attributed to the fact that Fulani herdsmen dispose female animals only after their reproductive life has passed (Aladi, 1999; Opara et al., 2002) . Annual slaughter figures in this study revealed that most of the animals consumed in the state were in 1999 and 2000, which later decreased by almost 50% in subsequent years. This agrees with the reports of Momoh et al. (1998) , Afolami and Dipeolu (1998), Nasiru et al. (1998) and Aladi (1999) that there is a declining demand for meat from ruminant livestock as a result of other sources of animal protein. A total revenue of 3.07 million Naira was realized from meat inspection activities in the state during the period of study, giving an average annual income of N767,717.50. This figure is higher than that reported by Okoli et al. (2002) who reported a paltry sum of N30/head of cattle charged for meat inspection in Imo state. However, there is a possibility that higher revenue could accrue from meat inspection services in the state. Some disparities identified in the data submitted point to this. For example, no returns were made for any of the animals in Okobo local government area in 2001. The number of qualified Veterinarians in government employment in most developing countries such as Nigeria is well below the recommended 20,000 veterinary livestock unit (VLU) per Veterinarian (Sanford, 1983; Umali et al., 1994) . Veterinary auxiliaries may not be able to accurately report the current state of animals slaughtered to the state headquarters. Apart from revenue losses, it is highly probable that none inspected animal food products may become the source for transmission of common zoonotic infection to the unsuspecting public (Acha and Stzytres, 1980; Gracey and Collins, 1992) . Similarly, the increasing incidence of tuberculosis reported in most developing countries highlights the need to intensify efforts on meat inspection (Bloom and Murray, 1992; Bell, 1992) . This is even more important for Nigeria since it has been reported that butchers operating in the country deliberately remove sick animals before reaching the abattoir and slaughter them at unofficial locations (Aladi, 1999) .
The demand for all the animals slaughtered within this period of review fluctuated while that for dogs showed a consistent decreasing trend. This trend may be attributed to the fact that more people are increasingly becoming skeptical about the consumption of dog meat. The younger generations of Akwa Ibomites in recent times are more sophisticated and no longer participate in the consumption of dog meat.
CONCLUSION
The slaughter figures of food animals in our study shows that cattle, goats and pigs are the major sources of meat in Akwa Ibom state. However, the implication of the findings of this research is that dog meat is a good alternative which could meet the animal protein requirement of the populace especially as the meat is cherished more by the people of the area. There is therefore the need for more research on the consumption of dog meat as a protein source. efficiency of the animal health information systems in Nigeria. Preventive Veterinary Medicine, 7:121-135. Ogunyemi, G. (1982) Meat hygiene in Nigeria. The Vet. Surgeon, 7:23-29. Ojo, S.A. and Ema, A.N. (1984) Economic losses from bovine liver condemnation in Zaria slaughter houses. National conference on diseases of ruminants, NVRI, Vom, 3-6, October.
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